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What is the WHO European
Healthy Cities Network?

Founded in 1988

Active and vibrant process and platform
for inspiration and learning for cities
working to contribute to health, well-
being and health equity

Key partner and vehicle of the WHO for
delivering on global and regional agends

Dual approach
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Strategic goals of the WHO
European Healthy Cities
Network

1. To promote action to put health high on the social and political agenda of
cities

2. To promote policies and action for health and sustainable development at
the local level that emphasize addressing the determinants of health,
equity in health and the principles of the European policies Health for All
and Health 2020

3. To promote intersectoral and participatory governance for health, well-
being and equity in all local policies and integrated planning for health

4. To generate policy and practice expertise, good evidence, knowledge and
methods to promote health in all cities in the WHO European Region

5. To promote solidarity, cooperation and working links between European
cities and networks of local authorities, and partnerships with agencies
concerned with urban issues

6. To increase the accessibility of the Network to all European Member
States
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Phase VI (2014-2018)

1300 cities/165 million people supported by
National Healthy Cities Networks in 28 countries

79 WHO flagship cities, plus 9 applicant cities,
16 expressed interest = 104 cities total

Phase VI 2 International conferences, 2
Mayors Summits, 2 Annual Business and
Technical conferences, 5 Meetings of the
National Healthy Cities Networks, 3 training
workshops/seminars, 2 partner WHO
Collaborating Centres & 6 working groups

Phase VII (2019 2024) marks over 30 years
of knowledge, experience and innovation
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Key characteristics

Political network brand and
movement

Values-driven equity and partnership

Whole-of-city urban development

Governance and intersectoral action

Global movement WHO/Europe
leading Region and model
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Main challenges

Aging populations

Climate change

Environmental challenges

Inequalities, economic & social challenges

Migration & urbanisation

NCDs, health threats

Local level politicians, systems, services and
spaces need to manage and respond
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Priorities for action

Strengthened accountability from WHO
to cities

Commitment to urban development with
health and well-being at centre

Healthy Cities as partners for
implementation of key WHO strategic
priorities

Local level tools for implementation
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Phase VII: Goals and strategic approaches
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Strategic Direction

UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Devlopment

Health 2020

WHO Thirteenth General Programme of Work,
2019-2023 (GPW 13)

Copenhagen Consensus of Mayors

Belfast Charter for Healthy Cities

Overarching goals for Phase VII

Core themes for Phase VII



UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development



WHO European Healthy Cities Network

Strategic objectives

Health 2020
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Implementing the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) in the WHO European Region
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GPW 13
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Copenhagen Consensus of Mayors

Adopted in February 2018

Its vision aligns fully with the 2030
Agenda and the GPW 13

Transformative approach

Serves to guide the work of the
Network up to the year 2030
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Belfast Charter for Healthy Cities

Adopted in October 2018

Strategic plan for Phase VII

Fully aligned with GPW 13
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Overarching goals for
Phase VII

Goal 1: Fostering health and well-
being for all and reducing health
inequities

Goal 2: Leading by example
nationally, regionally and globally

Goal 3: Supporting implementation of
WHO strategic priorities
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Core themes for Phase VII

1. Investing in the people who make up our cities;

2. designing urban places that improve health and well-being;

3. fostering greater participation and partnerships for health
and well-being;

4. improving community prosperity and access to common
goods and servcies;

5. promoting peace and security through inclusive societies;
and

6. protecting the planet from degradation, including through
sustainable consumption and production.
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WHO European Healthy Cities Development Approach
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Organizational Structure

Cities and national networks with
expected numbers

Political Committee

Scientific and Advisory Board (2
committees Scientific Committee +
Advisory Committee)

Subnetworks, taskforces and working
groups
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Designation of cities in Phase VII
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City requirements

1. Sustained local support

2. Coordinator and steering group

3. City health profile

4. Phase VII analysis

5. City statement

6. Integrated planning for health and well-being
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City requirements

7. Health-promoting, equitable and sustainable
development

8. Partnership

9. Capacity-building

10. Attendance at Network meeting and other relevant
WHO meetings

11. Attendance at meetings of mayors

12. Participation in networking activities

13. Monitoring and evaluation mechanisms
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Process of city designation in Phase VII

* At any stage in this process, WHO may
seek further clarification or information
from the city, undertake a city visit or
carry on an interview with the Healthy

City coordinator and lead politician.

Step
Cities that were members of the WHO

European Healthy Cities Network in Phase VI
Other cities

1
City sends expression of interest to WHO,
including commitments to the implementation
framework for Phase VII and financial contribution

City sends expression of interest to WHO,
including commitments to the
implementation framework for Phase VII

2
City sends financial contribution to WHO WHO accepts or declines the expression

of interest

3
City submits full application to WHO (see
Annex 3)

City sends financial contribution to WHO

4
Assessors carry out designation assessments on
behalf of WHO

City submits full application to WHO (see
Annex 3)

5
WHO accepts designation, formally communicates

ministry

WHO requests relevant background
information and information to be
provided by national networks

6
WHO issues Phase VII designation certificate Assessors carry out designation

assessments on behalf of WHO

7
WHO accepts designation, formally
communicates this to the city and informs

8
WHO issues Phase VII designation
certificate
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Additional details for city
designation in Phase VII

Expression of interest letters

Application for designation

Country quotas

Financial commitment
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Cities checklist of documents
Council resolution supporting city participation in Phase VII

Letter of commitment from the city mayor supporting city participation in Phase VII

Phase VII city situation analysis document

City development strategy analysis document

City statement indicating how the city will benefit membership in Phase VII

Curriculum vitae of coordinator

Job description for coordinator

Letter of commitment to this application signed by the chair of the steering or partnership group

City health development plan

City health profile

Optional evaluation report

Completed and signed Declaration of Interests form for the city coordinator

Completed and signed Photo consent form
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Accreditation of national networks in Phase VII
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Minimum national network
requirements

Political commitment

National network coordinator

Formal ogranizational structure

Non-profit in nature

Steering committee with political representation

Annual activity plan
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Minimum national network
requirements

Attendance at annual business meeting and
technical conference

Attendance at the annual national network
meeting

Annual financial contribution to WHO

Complete and submit the annual reporting
template

Demonstrate the active participation of
desgnated cities
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application to a national network

Mayoral committment

Political resolution

Coordinator or focal point

Steering committee with a political
representative

Evidence of Healthy Cities activities

Attend meetings of the national network



Membership requirements for cities applying to be
a member of a national network
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Additional details for accrediting
national networks in Phase VII

Accrediting national networks is a means of
promoting consistency and high standards

The accreditation process comprises two
components:

1. One-page summary declaration

2. Questionnaire for new national networks to
demonstrate how they meet the minimum
accreditation requirements
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Additional details for accrediting
national networks in Phase VII

In submitting an application to WHO, national
networks indicate that:

At least 70% of their members have endorsed
the minimum national network accreditation
requirments

That they are committed to working with and
contributing to the Network

That they fulfil the minimum accreditation
requirments of the Network

Financial commitment to WHO of US$ 1000 per year

Accredited national networks will recieve a WHO
certificate at the end of Phase VII
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National networks checklist of documents

A list of the members of the national network that describes how they meet the minimum requirements for
membership in the national network, including the political commitment

An action plan of activities for the year ahead for the national network

A 2 3-page Phase VII situation analysis report identifying the opportunities and challenges related to the goals and
themes at the level of the national network and the priority issues for Phase VII

The completed application form (Annex 6)

The contact details, curriculum vitae and job description of the national network coordinator, specifying the
technical and administrative resources available to the national network

decision-making authority), including political representatives

members

A completed and signed Declaration of Interests form for the national network coordinator

Completed and signed Photo consent form

Support for Mayors campaign
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Country quotas
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Countries in which cities must pay the
full financial contribution to the WHO

Andorra
Austria
Belgium
Bulgaria
Croatia
Cyprus
Czechia
Denmark
Estonia
Finland
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Iceland
Ireland
Israel
Italy

Latvia
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Malta
Monaco
Netherlands
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Romania
San Marino
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
United Kingdom
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